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Fall 2002 College and University Enrollment in Connecticut

Total enrollment at Connecticut's colleges and universities reached an all-time record of
170,227 in fall 2002, an increase of 5,550 students (or 3.4%) over fall 2001. This year also was
an all-time record in full-time enrollment, which surpassed 100,000 statewide and was up 43%
at the community colleges.

This report analyzes fall 2002 headcount enrollment as reported by Connecticut's public and
independent colleges and universities. It presents data on students enrolled for credit at 46
institutions, with details on their status, level and sector of higher education. (The Appendix
includes institutional data.) A later report will provide demographic detail on race/ethnicity,
gender, age, residence, etc., as well as full-time-equivalent (FTE) enrollment.

Throughout this report, all references to years are to enrollment in the fall of that year.

Statewide Perspective

Overall Trends

The 2002 total of 170,227 students is the highest ever, and eclipses the previous peak
enrollment in 1989 (169,132 students) by 0.6% (see Figure 1).

This year marks the fifth consecutive year of growth since 1997, when total enrollment
(154,029) was the lowest of the last quarter century. Enrollment has risen by 16,198 or 11%
since 1997.
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Enrollment History: Connecticut Colleges and Universities
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Both this fall's numeric increase (5,550 students) and percentage gain (3.4%) over 2001 are the
largest in at least 25 years. This year's growth alone is the equivalent of nearly three times the
total enrollment of a "typical" college, given that the median-sized school this year has 2,044
students.

The 12 community colleges increased their total enrollment by 2,227 and provided 40% of that
statewide net gain of 5,550, and UConn (with its 1,791 net increase) furnished another 32% of
that statewide gain.

Parts of higher education that grew faster than the overall 3.4% rise this year include full-time
students (up 8.7%), UConn (up 7.4%), the community colleges (up 5.2%) and first-professional
studentsl (up 4.7%).

The ranks of traditional college students are surging. The number of full-time undergraduates
rose by 29% between 1997 and 2002 (from 69,999 to 90,191), which is almost triple the overall
percentage increase of 11% over this period. Expressed another way, the overall increase of
16,198 students from 1997 to 2002 reflects an increase of 20,192 among these full-time
undergraduates, and a net decline of 3,994 (5%) across the rest of higher education. (See the
concluding section for more on the likely causes and effect.)

The increases for 2002 also are broad-based. This was the second straight year of growth
across all six major sectors of higher education in Connecticut (see Figure 2), a feat which was
last accomplished in 1983.

Full-Time and Part-Time Enrollment

Of the statewide total, 106,556 (63%) attend full-time and 63,671 (37%) attend part-time. The
63% share for full-timers is the highest in at least 16 years, and the tenth consecutive year of
gains since the full-timers were 51% of the total in 1992. The number of full-time students this
fall rose by 8,554 (8.7%) over 2001, while the number of part-timers fell by 3,004 (4.5%).

Undergraduate and Graduate Enrollment

The state total comprises 135,677 (80%) undergraduates, 31,039 (18%) graduate students, and
3,511 (2%) first-professional students. This percentage split among undergraduate, graduate
and first-professional has remained very steady over the last 16 years.

Over the last year, the number of undergraduates rose 4,371 (3.3%), graduate students increased
by 1,021 (3.4%), and first-professionals were up 158 (4.7%). Since the trough year enrollment
is up 12%, 4% and 3% among undergraduates, graduate students and first-professionals,
respectively.

1First-professional programs train lawyers, medical doctors (broadly defined) and clergy, and enroll students
at only five of the state's 46 colleges and universities.
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A vast majority of both first-professional students (87%) and undergraduates (66%) attend full-
time, in contrast to graduate students where only a minority (43%) are registered full-time. The
share of those attending full-time among undergraduates has risen for 10 consecutive years
(from 54% in 1992 to 66% this year), and 15 years for graduate students (from 29% full-time in
1987 to 43% this year). The share of those attending full-time among first-professionals has
been flat.

Public and Independent Sectors

Public institutions (including the United States Coast Guard Academy or USCGA) enrolled
107,789 students in 2002, and independent institutions enrolled 62,438. The 63% share for the
publics this year is the historical norm. The share of students who are full-time is 56% at the
publics (the second consecutive year of full-timers being a majority) and 74% at the
independents.

Figure 2 plots statewide enrollment shares in 2002 with further detail by sector.2 The 12
community colleges enrolled 26% of the state's students and the 18 regional independents
captured another 24% of all students, with those two sectors constituting a slight majority of all
college students in Connecticut. The four institutions in the CSU System are not far behind,
with 21% of the state's enrollment. UConn (15%) and the four national independents (11%)
round out the lion's share of enrollment. The Coast Guard Academy and the five two-year
independents each contribute 1% to the total.

Figure 2
Fall 2002 Enrollment by Sector
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2The state component of the public sector has three parts: a) University of Connecticut (the main Storrs
campus, three branch campuses and the Health Center in Farmington); b) four Connecticut State Universities
(Central, Eastern, Southern and Western; and c) 12 Community Colleges. (The Coast Guard Academy is sui
generis as a Federal institution; see page 13 for Charter Oak State College, the 23rd public college.) The 27
independent institutions are split into: a) four national independents (recruiting students from a national pool); b)
18 regional independents; and c) five two-year independents.
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Figure 3 plots historical data on enrollment (headcounts, rather than share of the statewide total)
for the six major sectors over the last 16 years. These patterns are described more fully under
each section below, but Figure 3 displays two patterns. First, the shares of these sectors have
remained remarkably stable over time. Second, with the exception of a virtually flat line for the
national independents, enrollment by sector have gone up and down, sometimes in tandem and
sometimes not.

Figure 3
Enrollment by Sector: 1987-2002
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As noted above, every sector of higher education (every slice in Figure 2 except for USCGA)
saw enrollment increase for the second consecutive year. The last time all six sectors increased
was in 1983.

A final perspective on the public and independent sectors comes from Table 1 which sorts the
46 institutions included in the statewide totals by enrollment, and separates publics from
independents. The three institutions with the most students are public. Excluding the UConn
Health Center as a stand-alone Medical/Dental School, 12 of the 27 independents are smaller
than the smallest public. The median size of the 22 public institutions is 3,830 students; the
median of the 27 independents is 1,378.
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Table 1
Fall 2002 College Enrollment, Sorted High-To-Low

Connecticut Colleges and Universities*

Publics

Fall 2002
Enrollment

Total Independents
UConn-Storrs 21,427

Central CSU 12,642

Southern CSU 12,219

11,378 Yale University
6,998 University of Hartford
6,951 Quinnipiac University

Western CSU 6,050

6,028 Sacred Heart University

Norwalk CC 5,717

Manchester CC 5,561

Gateway CC 5,328

Naugatuck Valley CC 5,315

Eastern CSU 5,215
5,114 Fairfield University

Housatonic CC 4,515

4,329 University of New Haven

Tunxis CC 4,035

Three Rivers CC 3,624

Capital CC 3,476

3,192 Wesleyan University
3,173 University of Bridgeport

Middlesex CC 2,440

2,325 Albertus Magnus College
2,323 Trinity College

UConn-Tri Campus 2,044
1,941 St. Joseph College

1,912 Connecticut College
Asnuntuck CC 1,724

Northwestern CT CC 1,633

Quinebaug Valley CC 1,501

1,441 Rensselaer at Hartford
1,378 Teikyo Post University

UConn-Stamford 1,166

US Coast Guard Acad 952

748 Gibbs College
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Publics

Fall 2002
Enrollment

Total Independents

UConn - Avery Point 736

724 Mitchell College

566 Briarwood College

502 Goodwin College

UConn Health Center 469

389 St. Vincent's College
292 Paier College of Art

206 Lyme Acad College of Fine Arts

203 Holy Apostles College

153 Hartford Seminary

75 Int'l College of Hospitality Mgmt

73 Graduate Institute
15 St. Basil's College

9 St. Thomas Seminary

170,227

*UConn branch campuses reported separately.

Public Colleges and Universities

The 18 public institutions (17 state colleges and the federal USCGA) enrolled 107,789 students,
an increase of 4,322 students (4.2%) over 2001. Excluding the Coast Guard Academy, state-
supported institutions enrolled 106,837 students and saw the same 4.2% growth. This is the
fourth consecutive year of increases in the public and state sectors.

For the second time in at least 20 years, full-timers represent a majority (60,285 or 56%) of
total enrollment at the public institutions. The first time was last year, when full-timers
represented a bare majority (51%) of public enrollment.

The breakdown by level for public institutions is 92,711 undergraduates (86% of the total),
13,805 graduate students (13%) and 1,273 first-professional students (1%).

As noted earlier, the public sector enrolled 63% of all students in higher education. However,
this share is far from uniform, because it enrolled 57% of the state's full-timers and 75% of its
part-timers. The public sector contains more than two-thirds (68%) of Connecticut
undergraduates, 44% of the state's graduate students and 36% of first-professional students.
Combining the two, the publics constitute 61% of full-time undergraduates and 84% of part-
time undergraduates in the state.
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University of Connecticut (UConn 5 Campuses)

UConn as a whole enrolled 25,842 students this year, an increase of 1,791 students or 7.4%
over last year. The main campus at Storrs has 21,427 students, up 7.8% over last year. Storrs
represents 83% of the total enrollment of the state's flagship university, relatively stable over
the past 16 years.

Three branch campuses provided another 15% of university-wide enrollment. Avery Point
registered 736 students (up 9.4% over last year), Stamford enrolled 1,166 (up 2.9%) and the
Tri-Campus (with locations in Hartford, Torrington, and Waterbury) totaled 2,044 students (up
7.7%). All three branch campuses have a majority of full-time students.

The UConn Health Center, with the state's public medical and dental schools, represents the last
2% of UConn enrollment. It has 469 students this year, down two students from 2001.

The five entities, and the entire university, have the following profiles for their students in 2002
(percentages read across by school).

Full-Time Part-Time Undergraduate Graduate First-Professional

All of UConn 78% 22%
_

72% 23% 5%

Storrs 81% 19% 69% 28% 5%

Avery Point 56% 44% 100% -- --

Tri-Campus 60% 41% 100% --

Stamford 51% 49% 100% -- .

Health Center 99% 1% -- -- 100%

There are 4,035 first-time freshmen (both full-time and part-time) at the UConn campuses, up
4% over last year, and up 46% since the overall trough year of 1994. They represent 22% of
UConn undergraduates. Although UConn does not recruit freshmen solely from recent high
school graduates, its increases in freshmen have closely mirrored the growth in the pool of CT
public high school graduates, which is projected to rise another 16% until it peaks in the year
20083.

As noted above, Storrs enrolls 83% of all UConn students. The share at Storrs is 78% among
undergraduates (86% among full-time undergraduates), 100% among graduate students (which
partially reflects a policy change of where to count part-time graduate students) and 63%
among first-professional students.

3Projection of Education Statistics to 2012, National Center for Education Statistics (U.S. Department of
Education), August 2002.
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Figure 4
Enrollment History at UConn: 1987-2002
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Graduate enrollment at UConn was 5,907, which was an 11% increase or close to double the
6% increase in undergraduate enrollment. This reverses six consecutive years of declining
graduate enrollment, but is still 17% below the peak enrollment of 7,145 in 1995. Both full-
time and part-time graduate students increased for the first time since 1994. A slim majority
(52%) of graduate students are full-time, which is a drop from the 54% full-time last year but
well above the 42% share of full-timers as late as 1990. (Note: UConn this year began
reporting all graduate students out of Storrs, so this data reflects university-wide enrollment for
historical consistency.)

Figure 4, which plots UConn's total enrollment over the last 16 years, shows a pattern very
similar to that in Figure 1 for statewide enrollment a peak in 1989, a trough in 1997 and
increases since then, although UConn is 1% shy of its record. The decline at UConn between
1989 to 1997 was 4,379 students or 17% (higher than the statewide drop of 9%); the increase in
the last five years is 4,095 students or 19% (also higher than the statewide gain of 11%).

Connecticut State University (CSU 4 Institutions)

CSU has 36,126 students, for a net gain of 249 students or 0.7% over 2001. Two campuses
(Central and Western) saw small growth, with both up 2.2% over 2001. Southern showed a
very small (0.3%) decline and Eastern was down 2.3%.

Central CSU (with 12,642 students) and Southern CSU (with 12,219) each represent just over
one-third (35% and 34%, respectively) of CSU's enrollment. Western (6,050 students) enrolled
another 17% of CSU students. Eastern (5,215) enrolled the remaining 15%. Eastern's share of
CSU enrollment has been slowly growing, while Central's share has been slowing declining.



A summary profile of this year's student body for the CSU System and its four components is
as follows (percentages again read across by school):

Full-Time Part-Time Undergraduate Graduate

All of CSU 61% 39% 78% 22%

Central 59% 41% 77% 23%

Eastern 70% 30% 93% 7%

Southern 59% 41% 68% 32%

Western 62% 38% 87% 13%

Eastern stands out from the pack for its higher share of full-timers, and much higher
concentration of undergraduates. More than two-thirds (70%) of the students are full-time
undergraduates, which is consistent with Eastern's mission as Connecticut's public liberal arts
institution. At Southern, CSU's lead graduate institution, barely one-half (51%) of students are
full-time undergraduates.

There are 4,483 first-time freshmen (both full-time and part-time) at the four campuses, down
2.8% over last year but up 18% since the overall trough year of 1997. They represent 16% of
CSU undergraduates. Although CSU does not recruit freshmen solely from recent high-school
graduates, changes in CSU freshmen totals have closely mirrored that of the pool of CT public
high school graduates, which again is projected to rise another 16% until it peaks in the year
2008.

Figure 5 plots the system-wide totals for the last 16 years. As with the UConn data we again
see the peak in 1989, more or less a steady decline to a trough in 1997, and more or less steady
increase up through this year, but not yet eclipsing the 1989 acme. (CSU this year is 6% short
of that record.)
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Figure 5
Enrollment History at Connecticut State University: 1987-2002
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The system-wide patterns mask differing institutional growth rates. From 1987 to 2002,
Eastern's enrollment increased 20%, Southern and Western both decreased by 1% and Central
went down 8%.

Community Colleges (12 Institutions)

The 12 community colleges as a whole enrolled 44,869 students this year, a 2,227 increase
(5.2%) over 2001. None of the 12 schools declined, for the first time in at least 15 years. The
growth rates were far from uniform, with the fastest growth at Gateway (up 13%, in its second
consecutive year of double-digit percentage growth) and Capital (up 11% at its new downtown
Hartford location.) At the other extreme, there was no change at Quinebaug Valley (which
grew 11% the previous year) and an increase of just one student at Asnuntuck.

The community colleges represent a plurality of both public enrollment (42% of all those
attending state-supported institutions) and total enrollment (26% of all college students, or just
ahead of the 24% for the regional independents.) This sector's growth of 2,227 students
represents 40% of the statewide net gain of 5,550 students this year.

The community colleges saw a tremendous shift toward full-time students this year, with those
students increasing by 43% and part-time students down 10%. The share who are full-time,
after staying in the narrow 24%-28% over the 15 years from 1987 to 2001, rose to 38% in just
one year.

These colleges vary greatly in size. Norwalk (the largest, at 5,717 students) enrolls almost four
times as many students as Quinebaug Valley (the smallest, with 1,501 students.) The four
largest schools combined enroll almost a majority (49%) of community college students; the
four smallest enroll one-sixth of them.

Although the 12 community colleges differ greatly in size, they are more homogenous in their
overall student profile. All of their students are undergraduates, and the systemwide 38% share
for full-time students ranges only from 32% at Capital to 49% at Asnuntuck.

There are 7,790 first-time freshmen (both full-time and part-time) at the 12 community
colleges, up 18% over last year and up 31% since the overall trough year of 1997. They
represent 15% of the total enrollment.

Figure 6 plots total community college enrollment over time, which differs from the three
previous historical bar charts in that the community college enrollment peaked three years later
(in 1992, rather than in 1989) and bottomed out a year later (in 1998, not 1997.) However,
there is the same overall pattern as at UConn of steady decline until the trough year, steady
increase since then, and the current year brought the system almost back (2% short) to its peak
enrollment.

12
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Enrollment History at Community Colleges: 1987-2002
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Since 1998 (the systemwide trough year), the overall enrollment increase is 14%, and ranges
from two declines (Asnuntuck down 10% and Northwestern off 6%) to two increases more than
25% (Gateway up 34% and Housatonic rising 27%) to three increases exceeding 15%
(Quinebaug Valley, Housatonic and Gateway, up 24%, 20% and 19%, respectively.)

Charter Oak State College

Charter Oak State College enrolled 1,561 students this fall, 65 students (4.5%) more than last
year. All are part-time undergraduates. However, these students are not counted in the state
total or tables because most are enrolled at other institutions in the state and are counted there.

US Coast Guard Academy

The United States Coast Guard Academy enrolled 952 students this year, 55 students (6.1%)
more than last year. All are full-time undergraduates.

Independent Colleges and Universities

The 27 independent institutions in Connecticut enrolled 62,438 students in fall 2002, an
increase of 1,228 students (2.0%) over fall 2001 and the seventh consecutive year of increases.
These students represent 37% of all Connecticut students this year.

Full-time students are 74% of the total at the independents. The full-time share was 60% as
recently as 1992, when it began a roughly steady increase to the current 74%.
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This year, 69% of these students are undergraduates, 28% are graduate students, and the final
4% are first-professional students. This breakdown by level has been remarkably stable over
the last 16 years.

Although the schools constituting the independent sector have seen much change over the last
16 years (six new entrants, three closed schools and assorted consolidations), the total
enrollment for this sector has been relatively steady. The maximum enrollment in independent
colleges over this period (this year's 62,438) is only 10% higher than the minimum of those 16
years (the 56,935 in 1993). By contrast, the maximum enrollment in the public sector is 15%
higher than the minimum, over the same time frame.

National Independents (4 Institutions)

Connecticut College, Trinity, Wesleyan and Yale enrolled 18,805 students this year, or 297 more
students (1.6%) than last year. These schools represent 11% of the statewide enrollment. They
are considered national institutions because roughly 90% of their undergraduate student body
comes from out-of-state, represent all or almost all of the 50 states and has a significant
international component.

The total in this sector has been very stable over the last 16 years, with the maximum (this
year's 18,805) only 3% higher than the minimum (18,192 in 1995). Because these schools are
highly selective (admitting 40% or less of their undergraduate applicants), they can vary their
selectivity to more easily meet their enrollment targets. Enrollment changes at these schools
are generally either a conscious decision to expand or contract or the result of more (or fewer)
admitted students showing up than the institution anticipated.

The profile of the students in this sector in 2002 is as follows:

Full-Time Part-Time Undergraduate Graduate First-Professional

National Independents 95% 5% 64% 29% 7%

Connecticut College 95% 5% 99% 1%

Trinity 83% 17% 91% 9%

'Wesleyan 91% 9% 86% 14% --

Yale 98% 2% 47% 42% 11%

Undergraduates at these schools are overwhelmingly full-time 97% for the sector as a whole,
and 99% at both Wesleyan and Yale. First-professional students (law, medicine and divinity
and all three at Yale) also are overwhelmingly (98%) full-time. The share full-time among
graduate students is 98% at Yale (which enrolls 96% of the graduate students in this sector) and
31% at the other three schools combined.

15
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Regional Independents (18 Institutions)

These 18 schools are a heterogeneous lot, and it is somewhat misleading to call them a sector.
Four enrolled more than 5,000 students this fall, seven have less than 300 students, and seven
are in that very large middle ground. Five of them enroll only undergraduates, four have only
graduate students, six teach both undergraduates and graduate students and three cover the full
range of undergraduates, graduate students and first-professional students. Some offer only one
or two majors, while others give their students hundreds of program options.

These schools enrolled 41,353 students this fall, an increase of 618 (or 1.5%) over 2001. As
already noted, they are the second-largest sector in Connecticut higher education, outpaced only
by the public community college system.

The overall annual growth of 1.6% is relatively uniform, at least among larger institutions. The
11 schools that enrolled more than 300 students ranged from a 7.0% decline at Rensselaer at
Hartford to 4.1% growth at Quinnipiac. The other nine ranged from a 0.8% decline to 2.5%
growth.

As already noted, this sector also varies greatly by size. The University of Hartford and
Quinnipiac University combined are more than one-third of all regional independent
enrollment, and adding Sacred Heart brings them to almost a majority of enrollment. Those
three and the next six largest (Fairfield, University of New Haven, University of Bridgeport,
Albertus Magnus, St. Joseph's and Rensselaer at Hartford) enroll 93% of the students in just
half of the regional independent schools. The other half of regional independents enroll the
remaining 7%.



The profile of the students in this sector for this year is as follows:

Full-Time 1 Part-Time I Undergraduate Graduate First-Professional

Regional Independents 65% 35% 69% 29% 2%

Albertus Magnus College 88% 12% 79% 21% --

Fairfield University 70% 30% 80% 20% --

Graduate Institute 100% 100% --

Hartford Seminary 7% 93% 100%

Holy Apostles College 32% 68% 16% 60% 24%

Lyme Acad. of Fine Arts 34% 66% 100% --

Mitchell College 83% 17% 100% --

Pair College of Art 60% 40% 100% --

Quinnipiac University 85% 15% 76% 14% 10%

Rensselaer at Hartford 4% 96% -- 100% --

Sacred Heart University 57% 43% 70% 30% --

St. Basil's College 100% -- 100% --

St. Joseph College 47% 53% 69% 31% --

St. Thomas Seminary 100% -- 100% --

Teikyo Post University 45% 55% 100% -- --

University of Bridgeport 58% 42% 35% 59% 6%

University of Hartford 71% 29% 79% 21% --

University of New Haven 61% 39% 59% 41% --

Among schools that enrolled at least 40 undergraduates, the proportion of those students who
are full-time ranges from less than half (34% at Lyme Academy College of Fine Arts and 45%
at Teikyo Post University) to over 90% (93% at Albertus Magnus College and 92% at
Quinnipiac University).
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Enrollment History at Regional Independents: 1987-2002
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Figure 7 shows that historical enrollment trends at the regional independents differ from those
at other major sectors of Connecticut higher education. The peak enrollment of the last 15
years was 41,007 in 1987, but a higher peak of 43,628 came in 1983. Enrollment declined
more or less steadily until the nadir of 37,718 in 1993, and has since increased more or less
steadily to the 41,353 this year. The last nine years of growth have recaptured about 62% of the
enrollment decline of the prior 10 years. Because this sector has gone from 45% full-time in
1987 to 65% full-time this year, the full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment may be higher now
than in that earlier headcount peak in 1983.

Two-Year Independents (5 Institutions)

These colleges enrolled 2,280 students this year, an increase of 313 or 16% over last year.
However, because annual enrollment changes recently have been very volatile, it is perhaps best
to look at longer-term trends. Between 1996 and 2002, enrollment in this sector increased
137%, for an average annual (compound) growth of 15%.

All students in these schools are undergraduates. The proportion who are full-time are all at
International College of Hospitality Management, 84% at Gibbs, about two-thirds at both
Goodwin and Briarwood and 13% at St. Vincent's.

This sector contains only 1% of the state's total enrollment, but is the only sector to see major
growth over the last 14 years. In its trough year of 1989 (which was a peak year in most other
sectors), its enrollment of 420 was 0.25% of the state total; this year, it is 1.3% of the total.

8
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Conclusions

This year's record-breaking enrollment is the lead story. Buried within that lead, however, are
two important trends.

One is faster growth among traditional college students, defined here as full-time
undergraduates. As noted at the outset, the growth in total enrollment of 11% between 1997
and 2002 masks a 29% growth in full-time undergraduates and a 5% drop in all other
enrollment.

This pattern is starker in the public institutions, with an overall growth of 12%, an increase of
39% in full-time undergraduates, and a decline of 6% in all other students. To the extent that
this increase is fueled by the growth in Connecticut public high-school graduates (estimated to
have risen 10% from 1997 to 2002), this pool of students are expected to grow 16% over the
next six years, until 2008. It then will slowly decline.

A second trend is a more general expansion of the higher education sector. The 170,227
students studying for credit this fall, combined with the 41,179 employed by those same
institutions as of Nov. 1, 2001 (this year's data will be available in a few months), equal more
than 221,406 people with a direct stake in higher education. Those direct stakeholders equal
8.2% of Connecticut's adult (18 and over) population as of the 2000 U.S. Census.
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